Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Parish Council

Chairmans Report 2014/2015

2014/2015 has been quite a busy year for the council, and | would like to update you on some of the
issues that have occupied the council members over the past year.

In December 2014 Roger Cliff stepped down after more than 30 years as a Parish Councillor. We
would like to thank Roger very much for all his hard work, dedication and commitment to the
council. Originally this meant that we had 2 vacancies, however we were pleased to co opt Sue
Gatenby onto the Parish Council earlier in the year, this means that there is now still one vacancy
for a Parish Councillor to co opt.

Meetings

During the past year the council has completed the statutory required number of PC meetings and in
addition to this we have met to discuss several planning applications submitted to us by Darlington
Borough Council.

Finance

The precept for this coming financial year is £5,300.00 an increase of £250.00 from last year, and the
bulk of your money is spent on:

The Parish Clerk who prepares and records all of our meetings, deals with finances as our
Responsible Financial Officer and deals with all of our correspondence from Darlington Borough
Council, Tees Valley Rural Community Council and other bodies. Her pay rate reflects her hours of
work and her experience in the role.

The part time self employed ‘handyperson’ heips to keep the villages looking tidy and carries out
work that is not covered by DBC. e.g. keeping weeds down, restoring and painting parish benches,
cleaning out the bus shelters, strimming, planting and other work as requested by the Parish Council.

Other outgoings include Insurance, Church Hall Hire, Christmas Carols event, Parish Council Audit
and miscellaneous expenses including printing, advertising postage etc and a selected project to
improve the appearance of the parish.

Other purchases last year

Plants for various locations within the parish.

Other issues that have kept us busy during the vear :

Regular contact with Darlington Borough Council and attendance at Darlington Association of Parish
Councils to discuss various parish issues.



We are continuing to enhance the entrance to Low Coniscliffe and have been in contact with Street
Scene to remove debris from beneath the trees located near the bus stop on the A67 and more
regular and improved grass cutting to verges.

A67 Road Closure due to land slippage:

We understand that this stretch of road is soon to be opened and the bus service re-instated, which is
believed to be at the end of May, subject to change.

As always we would welcome people of the parish to attend Parish Council meetings thereby having
the opportunity to express their views and ideas for the general improvement of the parish. The
agenda is always published in the two notice boards located in Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent .

We meet about every 2 months in St Edwin’s Parish Hall High Coniscliffe at 7.00pm, and our next
meeting is planned for early July (usually second Wednesday in the month) however please check
the notice boards for actual dates.

We continue to pressurise Darlington Borough Council in respect of the reduction in speed limit
through Merrybent which has been passed but not yet implemented.

Finally | would like to thank ClIr Liz Steel (vice chair) and my other fellow councillors for their
continued support.

Regards
Margaret Ellerton (Chair)

Low Coniscliffe and Merrybent Parish Council



