LOW CONISCLIFFE & MERRYBENT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 11™ Nov 2015
At St Edwins Church Hall, High Coniscliffe, 7pm.

ATTENDANCE: Clirs: M Ellerton (Chair), P Ellerton, T Stuckey, L Steel, A Craggs, S Gatenby, R
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Mackay (Clerk), WC Crudass & Derek Dodwell (Chair of Association of
Parish Councils and 1 Parishioner Mr R Mitten.

Apologies: Clir: WC G Lee.

2 Declarations of Interest: None.

Due to WC Crudass needing to leave the meeting early, item 10d was moved up the agenda and
WC Crudass gave a brief update in relation to high speed broadband and that the area had not
been bypassed. Clir M Ellerton explained that the project was not dead in the water and Mr
Mitten explained to the meeting that the lack of superfast broadband could possibly be having a
negative effect of the sale of property in the area. Wc Crudass left the meeting at approx 1915
hrs.

Public Forum Issues:

Clir M Ellerton welcomed Derek Dodwell (Chair of the Association of Parish Councils) to the
meeting. Derek explained that he had recently attended a meeting with Ron Hogg in relation to
small villages purchasing speed visors. Mr Mitten raised the issue of the 50mph speed limit as
you are trying to come out of Low Coniscliffe as being unsatisfactory. Derek also informed the
meeting of new regulation that involved Parish Councils offering employees a pension. The Clerk
confirmed that the Parish Council had already registered. Mr Mitten and Derek were thanked for
their input.

PARISH BUSINESS

4 Minutes of Last Meeting:

The minutes from the meeting held on the 21% October were to be c/f until the next meeting to be
signed and accepted as a true record, due to some amendments from Clir P Ellerton not being
readily available.

5 Matters Arising From the Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

a) Item 3, Public Forum — The major problem with litter was in Merrybent. Minutes
amended.

b) Item 5¢, Matters Arising — No update available in relation to the derelict land at 25 Low
Coniscliffe. Agreed to c/f to the next meeting for WC Crudass to provide an update.

c) ltem Sb, Highway Matters — Agreed to c/f as WC Crudass was not present to provide an
update on following the request for Low Coniscliffe to have the lanes signed ie Back
Lane, Boat Lane and Gate Lane.

d) Iltem 10a, Parish Matters — clerk to provide Clirs Craggs and Steel with a Code of
Conduct.

e) ltem 10b, Parish Matters — If the Carol Service was to be cancelled due to lack of site, it
was suggested that a donation be made to Cockerton Brass Band. Clir Gatenby informed
the meeting that she was willing to offer the use of her garden/garage/kitchen. Resolved
to take Clir Gatenby up on her kind offer subject to a site visit. Date agreed for the carol
service 21* Dec.

f) item 10c, Parish Matters — Parish Councillor vacancy. WC Crudass informed the meeting
that he would include the information in his next newsletter.
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g) ltem 10d, Parish Matters — Speed Limit Merrybent — Discussed following item 2 — see
above.

Finance/Accounts:

a) Invoices approved included Clerks Salary Nov & Dec 15 £166.66, PAYE Nov & Dec 15,
£41.66. For information the previous meeting agreed that the Petty Cash was to be
topped up and the amount agreed was £90.73. A cheque for £43.74 was signed for
plants, which was agreed at an earlier meeting.

b) Balances of current account £ and business reserve account £ were read
out.

c) Precept: Clir M Ellerton ran through a financial forecast for 2016-17, and for the remained
of 2015-16. A discussion took place on the possible withdrawal of already provided
Borough Council services ie grasscutting and a proposal was put forward to increase the
precept by 10%. Agreed by 5 to raise the precept by 10%, with 1 voting against the rise.
Resolved precept to be requested £5530.

Planning Proposals:

a) 15/00960/FUL 53 Low Coniscliffe — replacement roof over existing conservatory at the
rear - it was agreed to recommend approval.

Planning Decisions: None.

Highway Matters:

a) Clir Ellerton read out some figures provided by WC Crudass in relation to speed visors.
Cost of speed advisors £2632, Mounting Plate £228, Erection Costs £495, Total £3355.
The cost could be split 50/50 between LCM and HC. Further info re siting/maintenance
would need to follow. A vote was taken on if the PC would be willing in principle to split
the proposed cost, with 5 being in favour of the proposal and 1 against. Resolved: agreed
in principle.

Parish Matters:

a) Matters to be reported — none.

b) Parish Planting. A quote was obtained on planting (not inc compost), which was read out
to the meeting. The quote was £228 for planting plus the cost of the compost. It was
anticipated that the cost to look after 5 barrels, 3 benches and 1 village entrance stone
would be an additional £450, around £650 in total to look after the areas, including
plants/planting etc. Clerk to make enquiries with Gainford PC as to who looks after their
displays.

c) Ideas for future events included: a summer ball and a 60’s 70's & 80’s themed night.

items For Future Consideration:

a) Parish Planting.
b) Signs for the lanes in Low Coniscliffe.

Correspondence:

a) It was reported that crimes in the area were thefts from unlocked vehicles. %0\_

Feedback from Meeting Attended: None ‘)\\ 5 5

Date of Next Meeting: To Follow.

S\



