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LOW CONISCLIFFE & MERRYBENT PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of The Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 21* October 2015
At St Edwins Church Hall, High Coniscliffe, 7pm.

ATTENDANCE: Clirs: M Ellerton (Chair), P Ellerton, T Stuckey, L Steel, S Gatenby, R Mackay
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(Clerk), WC Crudass & WC Lee ~ 1 Parishioner.

Apologies: Clir: A Craggs (illness)
Declarations of Interest: None.

Public Forum: A parishioner attended the meeting and raised a number of issues including: litter
around the'B i reporied‘that 29 bags of litter had been collected. It was also reported that
the mobile library carries a litter picking implement, which is available for anyone to borrow. The
meeting was also informed that litter picking equipment is available to the Parish Council to loan
out to any parishioners who are happy to volunteer to carry out litter picking. Clerk to contact the
relevant person at DBC to request the equipment and once the equipment has been received the
PC will discuss on the best process for loaning out the equipment and WC Crudass will include
the information in the next newsletter. The Chair thanked the parishioner for carrying out the litter
picking. WC Lee also informed the meeting that the next ‘Big Spring Clean’ is to take place in
February and that details will be sent to the PC via email. The issue of dog fouling was also
addressed and the Chair informed the meeting that it may be possible to borrow the ‘poover’ from
Gainford PC. It was also reported that both Merrybent and High Coniscliffe had Superfast
Broadband. Low Coniscliffe doesn’t yet have it. The parishioner was thanked for his attendance

and left the meeting at approximately EA3CurR 3 1AL NS,

PARISH BUSINESS
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Minutes of Last Meeting: The minutes from the meeting held on the 8" July 2015, were
accepted as a true record and signed by the Chair.

Matters Arising From the Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

a) ltem 6, Finance/Accounts, bullet point 2, it was resolved that figures would be included in
the minutes.

b) Item 11, ltems for Future Consideration — WC Crudass reported that the matter was
progressing and that each village may receive its own board instead of having to share
one.

c) Item 12, Correspondence — Email re derelict land 25 Low Coniscliffe — a discussion took
place on the ongoing issues experienced and it was resolved that WC Crudass would
contact the owner.

Finance/Accounts:

a) Invoices approved included Clerks Salary Aug, Sept & Oct £249.99, Clerks PAYE for
same period £62.49, Printer Ink for M Ellerton £11, DW Maintenance July £143 & October
(two months) £317.01, BDO Audit Fees £120, Petty Cash (to take back up to £100 - exact
amount to follow), £30 for Emergency Repairs to Gazebo and £150 spend was agreed for
the Carol Service).

b) Balances of current account as at 28/8 £3290.27, and business reserve account
£8543.28.

¢) The annual return was presented to the meeting and was approved and accepted.

Planning Proposals: None.



8 Planning Decisions: None.

9 Highway Matters:

a) No matters required reporting, and the meeting was informed that pavement repairs had
recently been carried out in High Coniscliffe.

b) It was requested; could the 3 lanes in Low Coniscliffe have signs showing the road/lane
names sited (Boat Lane, Gate Lane & Back Lane). WC Crudass will look into the
request.

10 Parish Matters:

a) Code of Conduct — Clerk to send/print out copies of the Parish Code of Conduct.
b) Carol Service — it was reported that the service would unable to be held at last years
location. A number of alternative suggestions were put forward and if the suggestions
that were put forward, fell through, that he-waould-follew-up Devonshire Court. wsoueo S& Faaox
c) PC Vacancy - a suggestion was put forward that it be included in the newsletter P,
distributed by WC Crudass.
d) Speed limit Merrybent, covered in item 5 and was c/f to a future meeting.
e) 2016 Planting — c¢/f Nov meeting.

11 Iltems For Future Consideration:

a) Precept — Nov meeting.
b) ldeas for Future Events.
c) 2016 planting.

12 Correspondence:

a) Clir P Ellerton explained to the meeting that 2 or 3 Parish Councils had been affected in
the local area.

b) Clir P Ellerton read out an email re the cutting of hedges before the 1% September, ie
hedge cutting should not be taking place before this date.

¢) ClIr P Ellerton read out an email from Ron Hogg, re an event that was taking place at
Sedgefield Racecourse on 31.10.15.

13 Date of Next Meeting: 11™ Nov, 7pm.

MEETING CLOSED AT 9.30pm



